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Clean audit for Battle Ground Public Schools 
Battle Ground Public Schools received a clean audit report from state officials. 
The annual examination of fiscal operations found the district was in compliance with federal reporting 
requirements. 
Mary Beth Lynn, the district’s executive director of fiscal services, said this week, “The result of the audit was 
that the district’s internal controls were sufficient to safeguard the public’s assets.” Lynn credited her staff’s 
“diligence and attention to detail.” 
The audit also addressed an issue that raised concerns on last year’s report: a conflict of interest by a school 
board member. The issue arose from the fact that Cecil Schlecht was an officer in a roofing company that had 
done projects for the district as a subcontractor. Following last year’s audit, Schlecht recused himself from 
discussions or votes on projects that could involve roofing. He no longer serves on the school board after being 
defeated in his re-election bid. 
The auditors credited the district for taking steps to prevent future conflicts. Specific training is provided to both 
employees and new board members. 
The audit reports are available, http://www.sao.wa.gov. 
 
CRESA warns of flood risk in county 
Images from 2007 of Interstate 5 near Chehalis inundated with flood waters serve as a warning that the Pacific 
Northwest is only one good storm away from future disasters. 
During “Flood Safety Awareness Week” the Clark Regional Emergency Services Agency is reminding Clark 
County residents of the millions of dollars in damage that floods have caused.  
More information about flooding and the weather that triggers floods is available on the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s Web site, www.floodsafety.noaa.gov. 
 
Health fair a resource for the uninsured 
Information about free and low-cost health insurance will be available at the health resource fair scheduled from 
5 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 23, at the Roosevelt Elementary School, 2921 Falk Road in Vancouver. 
Families of four with incomes of up to $66,000 may qualify for a program that provides health and dental 
benefits to children, called Apple Health for Kids. Parents can apply at the health fair and are asked to bring 
proof of their income, either a month’s worth of pay stubs or last year’s tax return. Several agencies that offer 
assistance to adults without health insurance will also be on-hand at the health fair. Contact Dolly England or 
more information, 360-397-8000, ext. 7308. 
First Independent announces new branch managers 
Jon Colasuonno and Mojgan Kasraei have joined First Independent Bank as branch managers. Colasuonno 
will oversee the Heights branch, while Kasraei will manage the Minnehaha branch. Both have come to First 
Independent from area credit unions.  
“Our goal is to hire the very best branch bankers we can find and give them the authority to manage our branches 
in a way that makes the banking experience friendly, efficient and helpful for our clients,” said Renee Newman, 

Senior Vice President and Director of Retail Banking. “Jon and Mojgan bring a great customer 
service orientation and management skills to this new positions.” Colasuonno was most recently a 
branch manager at Advantis Credit Union in Portland. He also serves on the board of directors of 

the Portland chapter of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. 
 

Kasraei has 15 years of experience in the banking industry, most recently at Lacamas Community 
Credit Union. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

News Briefs 
 <> The 18th Annual Paddy Hough Parade starts at 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 17, in front of Hough 

Elementary. The route goes north up Daniels Street to 24th Street, east to Main Street, then south on Main to 
McLoughlin, and returning to the school. 
Calendar 
<> The Greater Vancouver Chamber of Commerce’s Leads and Needs event is at 7:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 
17, at Beaches Restaurant and Bar, 1919 SE Columbia River Drive on Vancouver’s waterfront. <>The city of 
Vancouver’s Urban Forestry Commission meets at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, March 17, at the Esther Short Building, 

620 Esther Street in downtown Vancouver.  

Tuesday on the air 
 

Clark County Commission(3-16)7 p.m. CVTV 21 
Eighth Annual Caring Hearts Awards(3-113)7 p.m. CVTV 23 
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