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Scholarships available for summer programs 

 

 

The Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation Department has been awarded a Community 
Development Block Grant to assist low-income families in participating in specific 2010 summer 
recreation programs. The grant is limited to households located within the city limits of 
Vancouver. For applicant families that are found eligible for scholarships, each child in the 
household may be fully funded to participate in one of the following: 

• One week of youth or teen summer day camps at either Firstenburg or Marshall Center. 
• Three swim lesson sessions at Firstenburg or Marshall Pool.  
• One youth summer sports league. 
• Two weeks of youth tennis camps at Vancouver Tennis Center. 
• Two weeks of youth mini camps at Marshall or Firstenburg Center. 

Families are required to fill out a special scholarship application at Firstenburg, Marshall or the 
Vancouver Tennis Center, and provide proof of income and residency. Applicants should bring 
proof of income and residency.  

Applications should be brought to one of the following locations: 

• Marshall Community Center, 1009 E. McLoughlin Blvd., 360-487-7100. 

• Firstenburg Community Center, 700 NE 136 Ave., 360-487-7001. 

• Vancouver Tennis Center, E. 18th and Stapleton Rd., 360-696-8123. 

 

 

Community Garden pioneer to be honored 

The Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation Department will acknowledge the efforts of late 
Vancouver resident Esther "Kitty" Ham at a plaque dedication in Marshall Community Garden at 



2 p.m. Wednesday, June 23.   
 
"Kitty Ham was way ahead of her time," said Parks and Recreation Director, Pete Mayer. "Way 
before the popularization of concepts like 'slow food,' and 'helping seniors battle isolation,' she 
knew the economic and nutritional value of locally grown food, the gratification of tending a 
garden, and the enriching community connection people (especially seniors) could gain from 
participating in a community garden." 
 
Ham is credited with working with local government in the late 60s, to utilize land that was 
adjacent to Marshall Center, to create a community garden for seniors. She placed ads in The 
Columbian to announce the opportunity and collected phone numbers of interested people 
through the ad. She acquired donated seeds from a Portland seed company and nurtured them to 
seedlings in her small bathroom before bringing them to the garden.  

After living in Clark County for 60 years, Ham died in 2004 at the age of 84.  

The public is invited to the dedication of a plaque recognizing Ham, which will be attended by 
family and close friends. The Marshall Community Garden is on the campus of Marshall 
Community Center, 1009 E. McLoughlin Blvd. For information, contact Jane Tesner Kleiner, 
360-619-1113. 

Piano Hospital plans festivities this weekend 

 

Graduates of the School of Piano Technology for the Blind, also known as the Piano Hospital, are 
ready to hit the road as certified piano technicians. The Class of 2010 has graduates from 
Minnesota, South Carolina, Washington and Oregon who have completed the rigorous two-year 
program that trains blind and visually impaired people to tune and repair pianos. The graduates 
are pictured in the school’s van, which is used to transport blind technicians to tune and repair 
over 1,000 pianos annually in greater Clark and Multnomah counties.  

The community is invited to attend the graduation ceremony which will take place at 5 p.m. on 
Friday, June 25 at the Fries Auditorium at the Washington State School for the Blind, 2214 E. 
13th St., Vancouver. There will be musical entertainment provided by Mac Potts, class of 2012, 
starting at 4:30 p.m. The commencement address will be delivered by Lois Rathvon, vice 
president of the school’s Board of Trustees and niece of the school’s founder, Emil B. Fries. 
Those planning to attend are asked to call the school at 360-693-1511. The Alumni Association 
will hold a banquet to honor the graduates directly after the graduation ceremony at the Kamlu 
Retirement Inn.  



On Saturday, June 26, the Alumni Association will hold its annual workshop and clinic, followed 
by a picnic cookout. Alumni from several states and Canada plan to attend.  

The weekend will end with a benefit concert, Jazz, Pizazz and Vino, from 5 to 7 p.m. Sunday, 
June 27, at Bethany Vineyards, 4115 NE 259th St, Ridgefield. Tickets are on sale now at school, 
or online at www.brownbagtickets.com/event/104150. 

The School of Piano Technology for the Blind is a private, non-profit, accredited vocational 
school providing specialized training in piano technology to blind and visually impaired 
individuals. The school, the only one of its kind in the world, has attracted students from 36 states 
and 14 countries to Vancouver for its program of empowerment and self-sufficiency.  

Want to know more?  

All of our advertisements are embedded with a link to the website of the business or organization; 
more information about them is just a click away. Try it! 

Campaign Events 

Tony Golik: A fundraiser for Tony Golik’s campaign for Clark County prosecutor is planned for 
6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, June 24, at Dolce Gelato, 535 West 8th St. in downtown Vancouver.  

Leadership Clark County will host a candidate forum at 6 p.m. Thursday, July 8, at Clark 
College's Gaiser Hall, featuring candidates running for the open seat in the U.S. 3rd 
Congressional District. The event is free and open to the public. 

League of Women Voters: The Clark County League of Women Voters will be hosting their 
primary night at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 14 on the seventh floor of the Clark County 
Public Service Center, 1300 Franklin St., Vancouver. Questions for candidates will be available 
at 6 p.m. All races with three or more candidates, except the 3rd Congressional District and the 
Prosecuting Attorney, are invited to participate. The public is welcome to attend.  The program 
will be taped by CVTV for later broadcast. For more information, contact Jane Van Dyke at 503-
459-1011.  

Candidate forum: The Forum at the Library and League of Women Voters are offering a 
candidates forum at 7 p.m. on Thursday, July 15 in the community room at Clark Public Utilities, 
1200 Fort Vancouver Way, Vancouver. For more information, call 360-695-1566. 

Daily Insider submission guidelines 

Items are best submitted via email with the information, as well as photos, included in the body of 
the email. Please send two weeks before the date of the event to tony@dailyinsider.info. 

News Briefs 

• Missing statements: The Clark County Auditor’s Office is inviting citizens to submit 
statements in opposition to three ballot measures that have been filed to appear on the 
August 17 primary ballot. Resolutions have been received from the city of Washougal, 
Fire Protection District No. 6, and Fort Vancouver Regional Library System. The 
jurisdictions have indicated they have appointed committees to write statements 
supporting the ballot measures submitted. No opposing statements have been received. If 
any citizen is interested in writing an opposing statement to the ballot measures these 
jurisdictions have submitted, they are urged to contact Tim Likness at the Clark County 



Elections Department by calling 360-397-2345.  Those statements need to be received by 
5 p.m. tonight. 

• Volunteers needed: With less than one month before Independence Day at Fort 
Vancouver, the nonprofit organization which produces the event, the Fort Vancouver 
National Trust, is looking for volunteers to fill a number of roles, from ticket collectors, 
information booth and parking lot attendants, servers for the adult beverage area and 
more. For more information about volunteering on July 4th, visit the Trust’s website at 
www.FortVan.org or call the Trust at 360-992-1800. 

• CRESA Book Club: The Clark Regional Emergency Services Agency (CRESA) will be 
hosting a lunchtime book club to discuss the Amanda Ripley book The Unthinkable 
beginning on Monday, July 12. The book provides examples of how people have 
responded to disasters. The club will be facilitated by Cheryl Bledsoe and Beth Vaughn, 
who are both emergency managers for CRESA and Clark County. The club will run for 
eight Mondays over the lunch hour from noon to 1 p.m. from July 12 through Aug. 30.  It 
will be held on the sixth floor of the Public Service Center, 1300 Franklin Street, 
Vancouver. Registration is available at http://www.cresa911.org/emergency/training-
register.php or via phone at 360-992-6270.  The group will be limited to 25. Participants 
will be expected to bring their own copy of the book. People may also participate in the 
book club discussion virtually, off-site, through Twitter by following 
www.twitter.com/CRESA_Presents.   

• Summer Lunch Program: The Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation Department will 
be sponsoring the Simplified Summer Food Program through the United States 
Department of Agriculture. Meals will be made available at no charge to attending 
children less than 19 years of age. Most programs start on Monday, June 28. For details, 
contact Teresa Williamson at 360-487-7060. 

• Free Tai Chi: A group of Tai Chi Chuan practitioners meets every Tuesday and 
Thursday morning at 7 a.m. at Esther Short Park in downtown Vancouver. The group 
welcomes new members at no cost. For more information, call 971-322-7942.  

• Electronics Recycling: Clark County Environmental Services will partner with 
Empower Up, a nonprofit organization that recycles electronics and offers free computer 
training, to recycle and reuse electronics during three upcoming collection events. More 
information is available on the organization’s website at www.empowerupnow.org. For 
additional information, contact Clark County Environmental Services at 360-397-2121 
ext. 4352. Used electronics will be accepted at household hazardous waste collection 
events, including:   

• Dollars Corner – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, June 26, Clark County Fire & Rescue 
Station 26,  21609 N.E. 72nd Ave. Clark County. 

• Battle Ground – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, July 10, Battle Ground Police 
Department, 507 S.W. First St., Battle Ground. 

Calendar 

• June 22: The Andresen branch of US Bank is hosting a summer picnic Business After 
Hours from 5 to 7 p.m. tonight at 7003 NE 40th St., Vancouver, WA 98661. Business 
After Hours events are offered by the Greater Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. US 
Bank is a sponsor of the group's October 9 "Step Out: A Walk to Fight Diabetes" at Clark 
College. More details area available at http://main.diabetes.org/stepoutclarkcounty. The 



cost is $10 for members, $30 for non-members. Register online at 
www.vancouverusa.com or call 360-694-2588. 

• June 24: Clark County Historical Museum will open a new exhibit, Road to Equality: 
The Struggle for Women’s Rights in the #orthwest, on Thursday, June 24, with a 
reception from 5 to 8 p.m. This new exhibit commemorates the centennial of Washington 
State women gaining the right to vote in 1910.  

• June 24: Community Services Northwest will host an Open House at the CSNW 
Wellness Center, located at 317 East 39th Street, Vancouver, 4 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
June 24. 

• June 26: Waterford at Fairway Village invites the community to celebrate the beginning 
of summer with the third annual Car Show and Barbecue from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, June 26, at Waterford, 2911 SE Village Loop in east Vancouver. Several car 
clubs and individual car enthusiasts will show off their vehicles. Earthquake Ethel's 
Roadhouse Jazz Band will perform, and a complimentary barbecue will be served from 
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. For more information, visit www.waterfordvancouver.com. 

• June 26: The Greater Vancouver Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring the NW Personal 
Training Summer Solstice 3- or 6-mile run/walk at 6 p.m. Saturday, June 26, in 
downtown Vancouver. For more information, visit www.nwpersonaltraining.com. 

• June 29: The Ridgefield Business Association (RBA) will host a Business After Hours 
networking event to benefit the Neighbors Helping Neighbors nonprofit organization 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 29, at Agave Denim Outlet, 6210 S. Eleventh St. in 
Ridgefield. This is the RBA's first Business After Hours. The event is $5 per person or 
equivalent donations of non-perishable food items or clothing. Participants may register 
at the door. For more information,  visit  www.ridgefieldwash.com. 

• July 20: The next Face to Face with Vancouver Mayor Tim Leavitt and the Vancouver 
City Council will be from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 20 at Fort Vancouver High 
School, 5700 E. 18th St., Vancouver.  

  

Tuesday on the air 

Vancouver Planning Commission (live)—7 p.m. CVTV 21 

Columbia River Crossing Project Sponsors Council (6-11)—11:30 p.m. CVTV 23 

Town Tabloids 

• Brent Grening arranging meetings.  

• VDA flowers getting drink. 

• Kazoodles starting summer reading program.  

Weather 

• Tuesday, mostly cloudy, 77-58.  



• Wednesday, few showers, 68-58.  

• Thursday, morning clouds, afternoon sun, 70-53. 

 


